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T A Y L O R  U N I V E R S I T Y
You are the voice. We are the Echo.
Since 1913
 Volume 105, Issue 22 Friday/Thursday, April 13-April 19, 2018 TheEchoNews.com
national contests.”
Grom is a former Co-Editor in Chief 
of The Echo and is a freelance report-
er for the Chronicle-Tribune in Marion, 
IN. She plans to pursue professional 
journalism after graduation with The 
Star-Ledger and www.nj.com.
Grom won third place in the Region 
5 Mark of Excellence for her story, Af-
ter Texas church shooting, Southern 
Baptists to meet about security, in 
the Breaking News Reporting (Small) 
1–9,999 Students category.
“Placing in the SPJ competition is al-
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echo@taylor.edu.
North Carolina Supreme Court Chief Justice Mark Martin speaks with Carolina
 Journal Associate Editor Kari Travis (’14) in his Raleigh offices during a July 2017 interview.
Staffers qualify  
for two SPJ awards
Hannah Stumpf
News Co-Editor
Five Taylor students, seniors Eric An-
drews, Cassidy Grom, Becca Robb, 
Katherine (Yeager) Upton and junior 
Naomi Noyes have been recognized by 
the Society of Professional Journalists 
(SPJ).
On April 7, certificates were award-
ed at the Region 5 Conference. Region 
5 includes Illinois, Indiana and Ken-
tucky. First-place winners, such as An-
drews and Robb, will have their articles 
submitted to compete at the national 
Mark of Excellence Awards among oth-
er undergraduate reporters from the 12 
SPJ regions.
There is a long process from initial 
the publication to competition. First, 
The Echo's top editors choose which 
stories they deem best in various cate-
gories and submit those stories, photos 
and illustrations to SPJ. Second, finalists 
are judged by professionals with at least 
three years of journalism experience. 
Further divisions are based on enroll-
ment of both graduate and undergrad-
uate students. 
SPJ judges chose entries they felt 
were the best in student journalism. If 
no submitted works met their criteria 
for a given category, no entries were se-
lected for the awards.
The Echo has won many accolades 
and awards for more than a decade. 
Junior Naomi Noyes and senior Eric Andrews  
received awards from the Society of Professional Journalists.
The Echo staffers' work recognized
Taylor alumna receives grant
Fellowship awarded 
to Kari Travis ('14)
Braden Ochs
 News Co-Editor
Carolina Journal Associate Editor 
and Taylor alumna Kari Travis (’14) 
has been named a recipient of The 
Robert Novak Journalism Fellowship.
Affiliated with The Fund for Amer-
ican Studies, the Robert Novak Jour-
nalism Fellowship grants funds to a 
major, year-long investigative jour-
nalism project. She received a first 
tier grant, which includes $30,000, 
plus $5,000 for expenses. Travis will 
continue to work part-time for the 
Carolina Journal while working on 
her Novak Fellowship project.
Named after Robert Novak, the 
late American journalist known for 
his strong-willed reporting, the Fel-
lowship was founded in 1994 and has 
welcomed 141 fellows since the start.
“The Robert Novak Journalism Fel-
lowship is a great opportunity for me 
to commit to a deep investigation re-
garding human sex trafficking,” Tra-
vis said.
Travis was considered for the 






Res Publica, formally known as Excalibur, 
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The Res Publica publication went back 
online on Tuesday, April 3. The website 
has been remodeled without the sword 
imagery and with neutral, dark colors. 
The site’s tagline reads, “The Conservative 
Res Publica placement 
Photograph by Riley Hochstetler
Kari Travis (’14) receives the Robert 
Novak Journalism Fellowship for her 
human trafficking investigation.
Photograph provided by Kari Travis
RECOGNIZED continues on Page 2
Such accomplishments help students 
build portfolios and earn recognition 
by people outside of the Taylor commu-
nity for their efforts and achievements.
The SPJ has existed since 1909 to en-
courage high standards and ethical be-
havior in journalism. The mission of SPJ 
also strives to inspire talented student 
journalists to become dedicated pro-
fessional journalists.
Taylor students from The Echo also 
qualified for a second SPJ award specif-
ically for the state of Indiana. The SPJ 
awards banquet for this award will be 
held at the Indianapolis Marriott North 
on April 27. Finalists from Taylor Uni-
versity for the “Best in Indiana Journal-
ism" contest award are:
Division: STUDENT / PRINT AND DIG-
ITAL DIVISION
Category: Student Breaking News 
Reporting
Entrant(s): Eric Andrews and Kather-
ine Yeager
Title: Police apprehend robbery sus-
pects in Upland
Outlet: The Echo
Division: STUDENT / PRINT AND DIG-
ITAL DIVISION






Division: STUDENT / PRINT AND DIG-
ITAL DIVISION
Category : Student Graphics or 
Illustration
Entrant(s): Naomi Noyes
Title: Taylor presidential inaugura-
tion special edition
Outlet: The Echo
“I am proud of the hard work of each 
and every member of The Echo staff,” 
said Alan Blanchard, The Echo’s 
faculty adviser and associate pro-
fessor of journalism. “While doing 
excellent journalism is the primary 
goal of our student journalists, it is 
nice when student journalists’ work 
is recognized in state, regional and 
mentors in Washington, D.C. en-
couraged her to apply. The appli-
cation process included writing a 
grant proposal, two rounds of in-
terviews and waiting to hear the re-
sults. Travis was one of more than 40 
applicants, and she became one of 
seven total people who were award-
ed fellowships.
Travis's project, “Not for Sale: Lib-
erty, Responsibility, and the Role of 
Conservatism in the Fight Against 
Human Trafficking,” will focus on 
the problem of domestic sex traffick-
ing. Her investigation will be seeking 
data-based policy recommendations 
lawmakers could implement to com-
bat human trafficking.
Travis’s research will span six 
intensive articles which she will 
eventually compile into a book. She 
hopes this research will be a service 
to politicians and give them prac-
tical steps to fight against mod-
ern slavery.
“My hope is that this work will 
present a reasonable, balanced, and 
pragmatic voice in the arena of opin-
ions surrounding a very emotional 
topic,” Travis said.
Travis joined the Carolina Journal 
in April 2015 and began reporting on 
human trafficking last year. Her re-
porting on human trafficking start-
ed when North Carolina introduced 
two bills regarding the issue.
Earlier this year, Travis received 
two North Carolina Press Associa-
tion awards for portions of her work 
with the Journal in 2017. The first 
award was the first place for politi-
cal and election reporting, and the 
second was the third place award for 
news enterprise reporting.
Travis graduated from Taylor in 
2014, majoring in professional writ-
ing and political science. She served 
on The Echo newspaper for three 
years, finishing her time at Taylor 
with the role of Editor in Chief. Her 
classroom experience was critical, 
but she learned a lot from gaining 
work experience.
“My advice to current commu-
nications/journalism/professional 
writing students is that ‘experi-
ence is the best experience,’” Travis 
said. “By this, I mean that an ounce 
of the training I had on The Echo 
and during internships was worth a 
pound of what I learned in the class-
room. It's where theory met life.”
Travis’s reporting for the Carolina 
Journal can be found on www.caro-
linajournal.com.
echo@taylor.edu
Voice You Are Free to Ignore” and lists be-
liefs held by members of the Res Publica 
board. There are tabs on the site for loca-
tion of articles, Community Conversation, 
Excalibur Controversy and Resources.
As of Thursday night, there are four 
articles posted on the website. The 
subjects are feminism, abortion and 
modernism. Authors are Amy Spiegel, 
Professor of Philosophy and Religion 
Jim Spiegel, senior Drew Swing and 
Professor of English Colleen Warren. 
According to Jim Spiegel, there are 
no plans to continue distributing hard 
copies of the publication.
“We’ve decided to go completely (on-
line) for the time being for a few reasons,” 
Jim Spiegel said in a statement. “For one 
thing, it is costly to produce hard copy 
publications. The (online) format also 
has the advantage of eliminating spa-
tial constraints. Articles can be more 
lengthy, and we can post more of them 
than would be possible in a print format.”
echo@taylor.edu
Photograph by Brad Timmerman
Photograph by Riley Hochstetler
Photograph provided by Kari Travis
that story as an intern at the New 
York Daily News; I was one of the 
few in the newsroom who was will-
ing and able to write stories covering 
the intersection of America’s larg-
est mass shootings. The Christian 
sub-culture often shies away from 
the media, but now more than ever, 
our nation needs journalists who un-
derstand religion and are willing to 
engage in the public dialogue.”
Robb is also a former Co-Editor 




Need  any  weekend  p lans?  Upcoming  l o ca l  even t s .
4/13 – 7 p.m. –9 p.m.
Taylor Lake Kickback
Bonfire, Volleyball, Music, 
& S’mores! Projected movie 
- "The Greatest Showman"
Taylor Lake
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It has been several weeks since I 
last communicated with you re-
garding issues raised by the Excal-
ibur newsletter. I want, therefore, 
to provide you with a brief update. 
Since the initial release of Excal-
ibur, we have experienced the in-
evitable media storm that conflicts 
like this can produce, leading to a 
great deal of scrutiny and online 
discussion. Unfortunately, social 
media “discussions” are, more often 
than not, characterized by misin-
formation and a lack of perspective. 
That has been the case here. In the 
midst of this, however, I have been 
encouraged by many reports of 
community members seeking each 
other out to directly confront their 
differences – living out the difficult 
model of Life Together to which we 
all are called.
In the past month, we have con-
sistently addressed many of the is-
sues that have been raised by the 
newsletter. During our review, we 
have listened to concerns from 
members of the community who 
are on all sides of the issues raised. 
Please remember that any specific 
responses to individuals involved 
in this situation, and situations 
like this, fall under various confi-
dentiality restrictions and cannot 
be shared publically. Thank you for 
your understanding.
Although we have received many 
emotion-filled communications 
from individuals and groups on 
both sides of the issues presented 
by the newsletter, I do want to, in 
particular, thank the many dozens 
of students, faculty, staff, trustees, 
parents, alumni and other Taylor 
family members who have com-
municated with the administra-
tion their love and concern for the 
Photograph provided by Hannah Bolds
RECOGNIZED continued from
Juniors Chrysa Keenon and Gabby Carlson will lead The Echo in the 2018-19 academic year.
“. . . sometimes the men put the weapons in the hands 
of children.”
Bree's beat
Exploring the cultural 
richness of the Bani Aissa 
Bree Bailey
Contributor
Raging conflict and continuous 
earthquakes have left hundreds of 
thousands in desperation.
On Feb. 26, a 7.5 magnitude earth-
quake shook Papua New Guinea 
(PNG) to the core. Since that day, 
over 200 more aftershock tremors 
have occurred.
This constant state of insecurity 
has heightened the already dire cir-
cumstances locals are facing. Not 
only are the physical foundations 
crumbling, but the political ones as 
well. Currently, tribes within the na-
tion are at war, catching thousands 
in the crossfire.
“It is children who are witness to 
this and sometimes even become 
involved in it, either as victims in 
some cases – when they’re shot or 
they’re slashed – or sometimes the 
men put the weapons in the hands 
of children,” said Karen Allen, UNICEF 
representative to PNG.
Some children as young as 10 are 
expected to join the conflict and are 
trained to kill. These disorienting ex-
periences are leaving children with-
out a home, family or food, causing 
immense psychological trauma.
“Psychological damage among 
children should not be overlooked,” 
Allen said. “It can have a negative im-
pact on brain development, mental 
health and overall wellbeing in the 
long run.”
Currently, over 270,000 locals are 
in desperate need of aid, and around 
pursue her dream of documentary 
filmmaking after graduation. 
Robb won second in the In-Depth 
Reporting (Small) 1–9,999 Students 
category with her story, Trash talk 
and first in Feature Writing (Small) 
1–9,999 Students for her story,  Miss-
ing wallet returned 20 years later.
“Working with The Echo has 
been one of the most formative and 
rewarding experiences I've had at 
Taylor,” Robb said. “Even when we 
had tough weeks, I was so grateful 
for the incredible team that sup-
ported me and helped me grow.”
20 percent of those require psycho-
logical help.
On top of this, for many, the last re-
mains of homes and hopes for grow-
ing food crumbled before their eyes. 
Those who were already vulnerable 
to vicious attacks and abuse now 
have double the previous risk after 
the earthquake broke their land.
"If things from the earthquake 
get worse(,) and the fighting doesn't 
stop(,) there will be a famine here," 
said Agnes Havalu, the president of 
the Hoiebia United Church wom-
en's committee.
As if starvation and war weren’t 
bad enough, rape — which was pre-
viously a taboo in the country — has 
now become a common aspect of 
tribal conflicts.
"I was raped and severely beat-
en on my face," said Mary, a local in 
PNG. “More than 24 men raped me so 
I could hardly walk."
Various aid organizations are try-
ing to step in and help these people, 
but the constant conflict makes en-
try extremely difficult and danger-
ous. The Australian government has 
stepped in to establish “safe spaces” 
for women and children running 
from the atrocities. Counseling and 
health care services are also provid-
ed in these areas.
The PNG country director for U.N. 
Women, Susan Ferguson, stated that 
it is vital for the tribes to establish 
long-term peace-building initiatives 
in order to end the conflict. Pray for 
opportunities for aid organizations 
to help these hopeless people and 
incorporate peacemaking initiatives 
from within.
echo@taylor.edu
Taylor Community, and who have 
offered their support, encourage-
ment and prayers for wisdom and 
healing. For more than 40 years, we 
have built our intentional commu-
nity on the commitments we make 
to each other through the Life To-
gether Covenant. Those commit-
ments are, specifically, to build each 
other up, make allowances for each 
other, care for each other, respect 
each other, speak the truth in love, 
and seek reconciliation, restoration, 
and restitution when necessary.  
These commitments are why we 
present servant towels to all em-
ployees and students – to remind 
ourselves of our call to not look 
to our own interests but to the in-
terests of others (Phil. 2:4). These 
commitments and symbols seem 
meaningful when our community 
feels aligned.  However, it is at times 
like this, when we experience mis-
alignment and discord, that they 
find their true weight. It is only 
when we, like Jesus, pick up the 
towel and wash the feet of some-
one who has hurt us, betrayed us, 
or with whom we vehemently dis-
agree that we begin to understand 
what it means to follow Him.
As the world, and our students, 
watch us walk through this jour-
ney – let’s demonstrate the true 
significance of Christian Commu-
nity. Let’s wrestle with ideas, think 
deeply about issues, talk with each 
other, and vigorously debate, to be 
sure; but let’s not forget our com-
mitment to love one another. Wash-
ing the feet of people we like, trust 
and agree with is certainly com-
mendable – but it is not specifical-
ly or exclusively Christ-like. Let’s 
aspire to more.
May God bless you all . . . indeed, 
may God bless us all . . . as we seek 
to be His unified hands and feet in 
an increasingly divided and polar-
ized world, a world that is watching 
to see how we, as Christ-followers, 
address adversity within our com-
munity and carry out our commit-
ment to love one another. 
“Bear with each other and for-
give one another if any of you has 
a grievance against someone. For-
give as the Lord forgave you. And 
over all these virtues put on love, 




“I want to remind you that the 2018-19 
FAFSA filing deadline for need-based 
grants is April 15, 2018.  You filed the 
2017-18 FAFSA but we have not yet re-
ceived your 2018-19 FAFSA.  If you re-
ceive any need-based grants from 
Taylor or Indiana, you are in jeopar-
dy of losing these grants.  If you are 
only interested in student or parent 
loans, you can still file the FAFSA after 
the deadline and receive these loans. 
If you are only interested in merit 
scholarships, you do not need to file 
the FAFSA at all.
The 2018-19 FAFSA collects 2016 fed-
eral income tax information for you 
and your parent(s) so you can file the 
form now.  You do not need to wait to 
file your 2017 federal income tax re-
turn.  We recommend that you use the 
IRS Data Retrieval option when you 
complete the FAFSA at www.fafsa.gov 
in order to ensure accurate informa-
tion and speed up the application pro-
cess if you are selected for verification 
by the FAFSA processor.
Please take care of this important 
detail by April 15 if you want to contin-
ue to receive your need-based grants. 
If you have any questions, feel free to 
contact our office.  We will be open 
during Spring Break and available to 
assist you or your parents.
**If you are getting married in the 
near future, please contact our office 
BEFORE you file.”
Rachel Rush, Financial Aid Advisor
echo@taylor.edu
FAFSA PSA
The recognized students won the 
following SPJ Region 5 Mark of Ex-
cellence Awards:
Breaking News Reporting 
(Small) 1–9,999 Students:
Finalist (2nd place): Police appre-
hend robbery suspects in Upland 
— by Eric Andrews and Katherine 
Yeager, Taylor University
Finalist (3rd place): After Texas 
church shooting, Southern Baptists 
to meet about security — by Cassi-
dy Grom, Taylor University
General News Reporting (Small) 
1–9,999 Students:
Winner: Hey, Chapman! — by Eric 
Andrews, Taylor University
In-Depth Reporting (Small) 
1–9,999 Students:
Finalist (2nd place): Trash talk — 
by Becca Robb, Taylor University
Fe a tu re  Wr i t i n g  ( Sm a l l ) 
1–9,999 Students:
Winner: Missing wallet returned 
20 years later — by Becca Robb, 
Taylor University
echo@taylor.edu
The Echo is accepting applica-
tions for the 2018–19 academic 
year! If you’d like to work on staff 
as a writer, a photographer, an ed-
itor or copy editor, please email 
chrysa_keenon@taylor.edu or 
check the student announcements 










“The Famous Taylor University Bean 
Salad: A can of red kidney beans, add 
some mayonnaise dressing, a few 
sliced hard boiled eggs, a few thinly 
sliced cucumber pickles.”
Never seen it in the Hudson Dining 
Commons? That’s because it’s from a 
Taylor University cookbook of cele-
brated dishes from 1914.
Amy Spalding, a student from the 
class of 1916, compiled these reci-
pes and others into a cookbook 
published by The Yeater Printing 
Co. in December 1914. Other sig-
nificant contributors include Mrs. 
Vayhinger (wife of President Monroe 
Vayhinger and active participant in 
the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union), Mrs. Ayres (wife of Acting 
President Emeritus Burt Ayres), Iris 
Abbey (oldest known Taylor alum-
ni), Mrs. B. R. Pogue and Miss Sadie 
L. Miller (Taylor alumna and pub-
lished poet).
According to the book’s forward, 
the purpose of collecting and ar-
ranging the nearly 300 recipes was 
not to fundraise.
As stated in the cookbook, “(The 
book’s) main object is to make the 
many good cooks of Taylor Universi-
ty and vicinity acquainted with each 
other’s best ‘specialties.’”
Published a few years before 
World War I, each paperback book 
was sold for 25 cents. A holiday edi-
tion, bound in a purple and orange 
colored cover, was sold for 35 cents 
and created to be given as a Christ-
mas gift.
An ad published in The Echo in 
1914 noted several recipes: “Some spe-
cially good features are – An eggless, 
milkless and butterless cake (this rec-
ipe sold in Ft. Wayne for 10c a copy); 
a dessert that will serve a company 
of thirty people and costing only 60 
cents; a substitute for whipped cream; 
Prof. Zimmerman’s famous cereal cof-
fee; how to make maple syrup that 
can’t be told from the real thing, and 
a host of others.”
In addition to recipes, the book also 
included secondary sections. A sec-
tion entitled “Aids to the Economy” 
included tips like “If you heat lemons 
before squeezing you will get almost 
double the quantity of juice.” The 
book seemed to be an old-fashioned 
Pinterest board, with articles like 
“Five ways to cure a cold,” life hacks 
(referred to as “General Household 
Hints”), nutrition tips, various quotes 
that could easily be hung in a kitchen 
and scripture verses.
echo@taylor.edu





The term refers to the first full 
moon in the month of March and 
is additionally the name of a book 
of poetry recently published by Ju-
lie Moore, director of the Writing 
Center and associate professor 
of English.
The book, which was released 
March 9, 2018, is Moore’s fourth 
published book of poetry. Inside the 
pages of “Full Worm Moon,” Moore 
explores themes of loss, suffering, 
faith and joy. Although her writing 
style has matured over time, Moore 
recalls being interested in writing 
from a young age.
“I was one of those kids who 
was writing stories in junior high,” 
Moore said. “I always thought, 
‘I ’m going to be a writer’ be-
cause I loved writing stories and 
poems, but I didn’t really have a 
good sense of how much work goes 
into it.”
During later stages of her life, 
Moore found herself teaching 
and raising kids. It was not until 
around the age of 40 when a doc-
umentary about the life of two po-
ets rekindled her desire to write. 
In order to get serious about her 
passion, she devoted years to read-
ing all the poetry she could get her 
hands on.
A colleague at the University of 
Cedarville assisted Moore in giv-
ing feedback to her earliest po-
ems. His guidance aided Moore in 
transforming her writing from sim-
ple self-expression to professional 
pieces ready for publication. To-
day, Moore says most of her po-
ems go through anywhere from 
20–50 revisions.
“Poetry merged with having 
therapeutic value,” Moore said. “I 
became extremely ill in 2004, and 
for a year I lived with stubborn 
pain that would not go away and 
that doctors could not figure out. 
I was writing poems during that 
year of pain, just trying to sur-
vive it and not thinking the work 
would ever become anything be-
cause I didn’t think the poems 
were any good.”
Poet and professor emeritus at 
University of Delaware, Jeanne 
Murray Walker, was the second 
voice of encouragement who in-
spired Moore to continue writ-
ing. As a result, Moore attended 
writing workshops, and there-
fore met more poets and received 
more affirmation.
Moore’s first published poem ap-
peared in The Christianity Centu-
ry in 2004. She published her first 
book of poetry, “Election Day,” in 
2006, which was followed by two 
more books of poetry in 2010 and 
2013. In addition, she continues to 
contribute essays and poems to sev-
eral journals, websites and maga-
zines. “Full Worm Moon” is her most 
recent work of literature.
“Here I am, and this is my fourth 
book, and nobody is more amazed 
than I am,” Moore said. “I’m playing 
with a lot of themes in ‘Full Worm 
Moon.’ The first section is about 
the disintegration of a marriage, 
but it doesn’t end there. There are 
poems of joy. There’s this sweet-
ness among grief and there is joy 
among lamentation that in many 
ways is inexplicable, but because 
I am a Christian, I believe that is a 
God thing.”
“Full Worm Moon” is a reference to 
March’s full moon; however, Moore 
includes 11 other poems about each 
month’s moon. All 12 poems unify the 
book, and the reoccurring moon is a 
motif for the cycles and seasons of 
life that someone experiences in the 
span of one year.
“I was one of those kids who 
was writing stories in junior 
high,” Moore said. “I always 
thought, ‘I’m going to be a 
writer’ because I loved writing 
stories and poems, but I didn’t 
really have a good sense of 
how much work goes into it.”
Moore’s son, Alex, an English 
major and Taylor alumnus (’16), 
was one editor of her book. Scrip-
ture and the faith, as well as fam-
ily,  nature and creativity,  are 
other themes prominent in “Full 
Worm Moon.”
“Faith is everything I am,” Moore 
said. “I was blessed to be raised in 
a Christian home, and so I came 
to faith at a very young age, which 
basically just means I went through 
tons of doubts as a teenager. I 
didn’t know it at the time, but I was 
wrestling through all of that in my 
writing and I continue to do so. I 
think that’s where poetry lives: it’s 
in all those uncertain places. You 
write through those questions and 
you write through those doubts, 
but you also write through your 
discoveries and your observations 
and your joys because it’s all wed-
ded in the faith.”
echo@taylor.edu
‘Full Worm Moon’ rising
 Iris Abbey, Taylor’s oldest alumni, provided the Ringenberg Archives and  
Special Collections with her copy of the T.U. Cook Book published in December 1914.
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•
The Echo aims to represent the views of diverse voices on Taylor 
University’s campus fairly and without bias and to be a vehicle 
of accurate and pertinent information to the student body. The 
Echo also aims to be a forum that fosters healthy discussion about 
relevant issues, acting as a catalyst for change on our campus.
Student journalists have published The Echo weekly since 
1913, except for January term, exam week and holidays. 
The Echo is a member of the Associated Collegiate 
Press and the Indiana Collegiate Press Association.
The Echo offices are in the Rupp Communication Arts Building.
Please address all letters, questions or comments to:
The Echo 
236 W. Reade Ave. Upland, IN 46989-1001 
(765) 998-5359, echo@taylor.edu
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“(The book's) main object is to make the many 
good cooks of Taylor University and vicinity 
acquainted with each other's best 'specialties.'”
From the archives: Referenced recipes
 Photograph by Ellie Bookmyer
Photograph provided by Ringenberg Archives and Special Collections
Director of the Writing Center and Associate Professor of English Julie  
Moore published her first poem in 2004 after experiencing a season of illness.
From the archives: Referenced recipes
T.U. Beans
See them steam, oh the flavor,
Of the famous T.U. Beans,
When you’ve been a year in Taylor
You’ll know better 
what that means.
 
First they’re soaked, and 
then they’re ready
To be parboiled, and next cooked;
When they’re seasoned to a nicety
They’re too good to 
be o’er looked.
Poem provided by Ringenberg Archives and Special Collections
This poem, allegedly written by Miss Sadie  
L. Miller, was found in the front of the T.U. Cook Book.
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Alyssa Henrikson, senior
Our team of 27 drove down to Day-
tona Beach, Florida, with the goal 
of bringing the love of Christ to a 
place that often feels dark and bro-
ken. Each day was different as we 
sought after what the Lord had 
for us. A typical day started with 
breakfast. After breakfast, the team 
would gather for morning worship 
and devotional time before depart-
ing for the day. From there, some 
of our team would head to a park 
where many homeless spend time, 
while the rest of our team would 
go straight to the beach. At lunch, 
those that spent time with the 
homeless would join everyone else 
at the beach for the remainder of 
the afternoon. Time at the beach 
was spent talking with random 
strangers, new and old friends from 
a group home across the street, and 
even some people whom members 
of our team had built relationships 
with in past years.
The week was full of the Lord re-
working our expectations, tears, 
laughter, and reminders that the 
Lord is faithful even when we are 
not. Our team interacted with every-
one from drug dealers to sweet kids 
building sand castles on the beach. 
More importantly, our team had the 
opportunity to love people the Lord 
loves a whole lot more.
Spring Break Missions
B R E A K D O W N
D A Y T O N A
These students and faculty spent their week pouring into the community  
of Daytona Beach, Florida, with intentional conversations and willing smiles.
FOOD SPOTLIGHT
La Charreada Mexican 
Restaurant
Address: 1102 N Baldwin 
Ave, Marion, IN 46952
Hours: Sunday-Thursday: 
11 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday-Saturday: 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
Yamato Steakhouse
Address: 506 N Baldwin 
Ave, Marion, IN 46952
Hours: Monday-Thursday: 
11 a.m.–9:30 p.m.
Friday: 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
Saturday: 11:30 a.m.–10 p.m.
Sunday: 11:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Jays Thai Food
Address: 1500 S Western 
Ave, Marion, IN 46952
Hours:
Sunday-Monday: closed
Tuesday-Friday: 11 a.m.–2:30 
p.m., 4:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m.





MAHE student reflects 
on Airband experiences
Eric Moore | Contributor
Early last spring, as Airband began 
to take over First West Wengatz, I 
was asked the fateful question: “Hey 
Erwok, do you want to do Airband 
with us?” Call it a lapse of insanity 
or divine inspiration, but I said yes.
Now, one year later, I have the 
unusual (and exhausting) honor 
of being one of the only Master of 
Higher Education (MAHE) students 
who has danced full Airband routines 
while in graduate school. Despite 
some blisteringly busy days, I couldn’t 
be more thankful for the time spent 
dancing with the men of First West.
As a fresh arrival to Taylor for the 
MAHE program, I heard rumblings of 
a must-see lip-sync competition that 
this university took very seriously. 
I grew up immersed in the arts, so 
a competition involving music and 
dance seemed right up my alley. Like 
many men with similar backgrounds, 
however, my younger years were 
haunted with name-calling and 
stereotypes for being artistic. I was 
intrigued by the idea of Airband, 
but I was also hesitant of what 
the culture might be on campus.
Imagine my surprise when I 
found myself living on First West, 
surrounded by men passionate about 
Airband. Initially, I was befuddled by 
the wing’s excitement for this Taylor 
tradition. Growing up, I was often 
one of the only guys in my school 
participating in the arts, and it seemed 
bizarre that a men’s floor would be 
invested in a dancing competition. 
The wing’s excitement was infectious, 
but my past experiences also 
spurred some fear and nervousness.
Thankfully, my worries were quickly 
assuaged by the welcoming and 
encouraging tone First West set. 
Everyone on the wing, no matter the 
skill level, had a chance to participate, 
but everyone was expected to give 
their best in practices. I learned this 
lesson very quickly: I was placed next 
to senior Nathan Mortenson last year, 
and my options were to either give 
110 percent every practice or get 
stomped on by Mort’s unmatched 
energy and extra-long legs.
Though tiring and time-consuming, 
practices became a cherished 
time to unwind. I appreciated the 
exercise, social atmosphere and 
creativity of practices. In addition, 
Airband became one of the few 
experiences in Wengatz where I was 
a follower, not a leader. Mitchell 
Mays (’17) whipped together a 
majority upperclassmen group of 
spooky, scary skeletons last year, and 
senior Max Partain passionately led 
a majority freshmen crew of wolves 
this year. Together, First West worked 
hard, laughed a lot, shed some tears 
and grew closer together as a wing.
In addition to learning the main 
dance routine, I found my niche as 
a set painter. Though I was initially 
timid to admit I was good at painting, 
I volunteered to paint the sets and 
this became a unique way for me to 
give back to the wing. All those art 
classes I took growing up suddenly 
came in very handy, and I got to paint 
Pandora’s Box (#GoBox), dancing 
trees and a ton of wolf faces. These 
opportunities to express my creativity 
proved to be a refreshing change of 
pace from grad school papers, and 
they also allowed me to demonstrate 
important gifts God has given me.
My time in Airband with First 
West proved to be a highlight of 
my MAHE experience. Thanks to 
their support and encouragement, 
First West helped banish many of 
my fears and insecurities. I learned 
how to loosen up (both literally and 
figuratively), embrace failure and 
be more authentic in my creativity. 
Those lessons were well worth the 
hours of sleep I lost from practices, 
and I am grateful for the love 
and community I found with First 
West during my time in MAHE.
Photograph provided by Eric Moore
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Eric Moore, a MAHE student, 
shares his personal experience 
as an Airband participant.
Compiled by Lauren Rink & Kassidy Weemhoff  
Life & Times Co-Editors
“Despite some 
blisteringly 
busy days, I 
couldn’t be 
more thankful 
for the time 
spent dancing 
with the men of 
First West,” Eric 
Moore said.
Shelby DeLay, graduate student
Our Spring Break trip to Nicaragua 
was unique in that our team got to 
participate in strengths based minis-
try. Our team of 19 was split into dif-
ferent ministry sites including Health 
Care, Agriculture, Education, Social 
Work, Microfinance and Boy’s Sports 
Club. Our team was able to use skills 
learned in classes here on campus to 
impact and partner with the minis-
try happening on site in Masaya, Nic-
aragua, with Students International. 
Everyone was able to be passionate 
about their ministry site and every-
one was able to add to the work and 
the mission of Students International.
A big theme of the week we all 
brought back home with us is the 
idea of a “be” culture. Our conver-
sations and ministry throughout 
the week focused less on all that we 
could do or accomplish and more 
on how we were able to be present, 
be a light and show Christ to the 
people of Nicaragua. The people 
we met in Nicaragua were less wor-
ried about how much they could do 
in a day, and more focused on how 
many relationships they could build 
or make stronger.
The long days, hot nights, worship 
filled mornings and laughter filled 
evenings made for great bonding ex-
periences with both the team from 
Taylor and the full time staff. It was a 
neat opportunity to be a part of min-
istry that will continue on in full force 
even after we left.
N I C A R A G U A
Traveling over 3,000 miles, this group bonded both with  
each other and with the people they interacted with in Nicaragua.
Photograph provided by Shelby DeLay
Emily Waskom, freshman
When our team of seven got to In-
dianapolis on Saturday morning, 
we were met with 3 inches of snow 
and news that Shepherd Commu-
nity Center (our host) was closed 
for the weekend due to the weath-
er. On Monday, the weather was 
less than ideal — rainy and cold — 
but we were met with smiling faces 
who were ready to put us to work. 
Every morning, we would wake 
up around 8:30 a.m., eat breakfast 
and then be given our tasks for the 
morning. Some of these included 
installing a fence, moving 60 boxes 
of hams, filling a food pantry and 
doing demolition and construc-
tion on a house. Around 12 p.m. 
every day, we would go back to 
Shepherd, eat lunch, and then be 
given another project for the after-
noon. Some of which were build-
ing a patio, organizing books, and 
delivering door gardens to mem-
bers of the neighborhood. After we 
were done in the afternoon, we had 
poverty training. Staff from differ-
ent parts of Shepherd talked to us 
about how they interact with the 
neighborhood and how they work 
with the east side of Indianapolis. 
Getting to participate in a variety 
of projects, meeting new people ev-
ery day and having the privilege of 
helping out a great organization 
were some of the best parts of the 
trip. It was awesome to be able to 
see first-hand the work that God is 
doing in the hearts of people on the 
east side of Indy.
I N D I A N A P O L I S
As the smallest group to go out 
on mission this spring break, the 
Indianapolis group was no less valuable 
to the community they served all week.
Photograph provided by Emily Waskom
Caroline Poland, Director of 
the Counseling Center
The Mexico Spring Break team en-
joyed partnering with Back2Back 
Ministries in two small commu-
nities in Cancun: Bonfil and Tres 
Reyes; our team primarily spent 
time in Bonfil. We ran a three day 
VBS for young kids and adolescents 
where we, led by the staff who dai-
ly pour into their lives, taught the 
story of God’s love and faithfulness 
through the story of Jonah, feeding 
the 5000, and Jesus’ death and res-
urrection. Through games, songs, 
snacks and crafts, kids were able to 
explore more about God, His rela-
tionship with us, and our relation-
ships with one another. We were 
also able to complete several work 
projects at the site while we were 
there as well, such as sanding and 
staining picnic tables, hanging up 
hooks for backpacks, and leveling 
ground. One focus of Back2Back is 
their emphasis on Trauma Com-
petent Care, which each team re-
ceives training in throughout the 
week. Understanding missions 
and healthy helping through the 
lens of trauma felt really impactful 
to so many of us on the team. We 
often found ourselves discussing 
ways to apply what we learned to 
the ministries we are involved in 
throughout the U.S, and are ea-
ger to continue to learn and grow 
within these contexts. It was a joy 
to get to work alongside of and 
learn from Back2Back as they 
serve the vulnerable children and 
families of Cancun.
M E X I C O
Mexico was home to this group of Taylor students and faculty for the week  
as they served the children, teachers and founders of Back2Back Ministries.
Photograph provided by Caroline Poland
Katie Tupper, junior
Saying we are grateful for our time 
in Peru seems to minimize our ex-
perience. I cannot begin to express 
how impactful this trip was, for us 
as a team and for each of us indi-
vidually. However, I can firmly say 
that we were blown away by all the 
ways God revealed more of Himself 
to us during our trip. We saw God 
working through the bright smiles 
of the children at the orphanage. 
We saw God through the love both 
given and received at the four learn-
ing centers we visited  by both staff 
and students. We saw God through 
home visits where we were gra-
ciously greeted with deep hospital-
ity by the families of the children 
at the learning centers. We saw 
God through the invitation into a 
powerful, Spirit-saturated worship 
service at a youth camp where six 
campers accepted Jesus as their per-
sonal Lord and Savior. We saw God 
through our team members, lead-
ers, translators, and the VisionTrust 
staff as deep, rich relationships were 
formed. We were overwhelmed with 
great needs in Peru. But more sig-
nificantly, we were overwhelmed by 
great love and peace that only comes 
from the Lord. 
P E R U
Peru’s mission team smiles in South America — a  
reflection of their time serving the VisionTrust orphanage. 







“These opportunities to express my creativity 
proved to be a refreshing change of pace from 
grad school papers, and they also allowed me to 
demonstrate important gifts God has given me.”
Dances with wolves: One student's 
perspective
@Jade_lynn2017 
SO thankful for a school who • advocates against human trafficking •
 • supports their students in what they are 
standing for & partnering with!! •
@tayloruenactus 
It's the Enactus Regional Competition today! Our team 
presented final project results this morning. Stay tuned for 
our results! #chicagoregional#tayloruenactus #tayloru
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The storm had finally passed. It 
was a new day.
Around 10:30 a.m., the normal 
routine commenced: chairs were 
brought out to the beach and set in 
a circle. Residents from the Ocean 
View group home eventually 
joined. Locals and tourists walked 
and set up chairs and umbrellas.
The sun was bright and warm, 
and junior Heidi Krauss thought 
to herself: “This looks like it’s go-
ing to be a perfect day.” 
Krauss had arrived in Daytona, 
Florida, a few days earlier with a 
group of 26 others from Taylor. 
They prayed for the Lord to use 
them as they spent spring break 
starting conversations and hear-
ing the stories of the people on 
the beach, and the Lord was al-
ready moving.
Krauss thought back to the 
thunderstorms encountered the 
day before. Their plans were al-
tered — they couldn’t accomplish 
everything they’d hoped and dis-
couragement tapped at the team’s 
hearts. But when Krauss saw the 
clear sky, she knew she couldn’t let 
yesterday’s failure set the tone for 
rest of the week.
This day ’s beautiful weather 
made it seem like it was going to be 
like any other day at the beach. So, 
Krauss sat in a lawn chair and talk-
ed to a resident from Ocean View.
“There were a lot of us on the 
beach that day,” Krauss said. “We 
were all hanging out and talking 
and really enjoying our time to-
gether on this beach in Daytona.”
In the midst of her conversa-
tion, she was drawn away by the 
sound of yelling. She looked to-
ward the direction of the noise 
and saw a group from the Taylor 
team with two men from Ocean 
View, a group home for people 
with mental and physical hand-
icaps. They were building sand-
castles and then knocking them 
down, screaming and laughing 
while they did.
Then Krauss noticed everything 
else happening on the beach. Peo-
ple from Taylor were swimming in 
the ocean or sitting around and 
having conversations. All of the 
interactions were full of childlike 
fun and excitement — an unex-
pected sight given the group of 
people. 
“It was the most interesting 
group,” Krauss said. “College stu-
dents (were) hanging out with these 
people who don’t usually hang out 
with visitors or tourists. They usu-
ally just stay to themselves. It was 
just all these different kinds of peo-
ple you wouldn’t imagine would 
ever be together.”
There were people of all ages. 
Some were other college students. 
Some had mental or physical hand-
icaps; others were homeless.
The moment brought a sense of 
fellowship and purpose to Krauss 
as she concluded that this was why 
they were there: to love people 
whom they wouldn’t normally love. 
Micah 6:8 asks: “What does the 
Lord require of you but to do jus-
tice, and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with your God?” 
Krauss clung to this truth as she 
observed the beautiful scene that 
God had revealed to her. They 
were loving kindness and walking 
with God when they loved those 
around them.
“It was one my favorite mo-
ments,” Krauss said. “Just stepping 
back and seeing all of these differ-
ent kinds of people who wouldn’t 
normally be there hanging out and 
laughing and drinking sodas and 
enjoying the sun — it felt a little 
bit like heaven.”
Q: Where do you see the value 
in sharing stories?
I think that the value of shar-
ing a story is to help you to see a 
person and their perspectives and 
their experiences, and everyone 
has a different experience. And 
in order to have relationship with 
others and to really know other 
people, you have to know their 
story. It also helps in knowing 
you’re not alone in a lot of things, 
like, everyone has brokenness and 
everyone wants love. And know-
ing someone else’s story human-
izes them and makes you realize 
that everybody wants that and 
needs that and even though we 
all have gone through different 
things, with all of our experienc-




I lost my @tayloru waterbottle 
this weekend and I feel like 
a dehydrated, lost puppy 
everywhere that I have gone on 
campus this week #tayloru
Madison May‏ @madmay18
something I wish they taught in 
First Year Experience- what to do in 
community bathroom settings when 
you're brushing your teeth minding 
your business and someone starts 
pooping. Do I turn the water on? Do 
I say something in truth in love? Idk 
you tell me #tayloru
Olivia Miller‏ @OliiviaaMillerr 
Some days you skip 2 out of your 
3 classes for the day because it’s 
just asking too much. I’ll blame it 
on the snow. #tayloru
Daniel McHenney‏ 
@MchenneyDaniel   
I'm ready for Aslan to return and 
put an end to this winter. #snow 
#cold #tayloru
cassidy drabek‏ @cassidydrabek19
I left my bank statement with all 
my information on a printer in the 
library for two days.  This is one 
of those days where I thank God I 
go to #tayloru
Emily Rose Little‏ @EmRoseL14 
I forgot how much I love my 
favorite celebrity couple, Gene 
and Marylou Habecker #tayloru
Cassidy Grom‏ @CassidyGrom
* I approach an imaginary 
microphone on #TaylorU's 
campus* 
Me: I know it is April, but I actually 
really like the snow. It's beautiful. 
Audience: 
Me: *I run off the stage, dodging 
rotten tomatoes*
Sarah Wehlage‏ @Tri_SarahTops6 
It has been literal months since I 
watched The Greatest Showman, 
and I STILL have the soundtrack 
stuck in my head on a loop. 
#tayloru
Ky @Ky_McCloughan






Want your tweets 
featured in The Echo?
Hashtag #TaylorU to 
any of your Taylor-
related tweets for 
next week's paper!
Kelsey Snyder, graduate student
Jim & April Jurgensen and (I) co-
led the Spring Break Missions 
trip to Russia through The Boaz 
Project. We served in the city of 
Vladimir, Russia. The team served 
with children in three different 
locations including a Christian 
foster home, an orphanage and 
a rehabilitation facility. Each of 
these places had their challenges 
and opportunities. The students 
collaborated with another team 
member and that is whom they 
served with all week. They worked 
through a vbs curriculum provid-
ed by the Boaz Project.
In addition, each student worked 
with an interpreter. Before our trip, 
we prayed for the relationship with 
our interpreters, that Jesus would 
put us with the right person, and this 
was very evident once we arrived in 
Russia. This trip would not be possi-
ble without the hard work and will-
ingness of our interpreters and we 
owe so much to them. Even though 
we only had five days with our inter-
preters that was enough time for us 
to form a bond with them that will 
not be easily broken. In conclusion, 
this trip has left a lasting impact on 
our team through our interactions 
with the children, our interpreters 
and the Russian culture.
R U S S I A
Through constant one-on-one interactions and lots of quality time, these  
students and faculty cared for the children and translators of The Boaz Project.
Junior Heidi Krauss was given the opportunity  
to serve in Daytona, Florida, for spring break.
Photograph provided by Kelsey Snyder
Hannah Perry, junior
When we jumped off the bus after a 
26-ish hour drive from Upland, we still 
weren’t sure what exactly we would 
be doing. Driving through Houston, 
any out-of-towner might assume that 
the city is back on its feet, or that Har-
vey didn’t do more damage than other 
hurricanes, which are not uncommon 
in the southern bay city.
Our partnership with Fuller Cen-
ter Disaster Rebuilders quickly 
diminished our brief doubts. Imme-
diately after the flooding in August, 
affected homeowners were forced 
to throw away their damaged pos-
sessions and tear out the drywall 
to protect their homes from mold. 
With this organization, we had the 
opportunity to help reconstruct 
low-income and uninsured homes 
that otherwise would not have the 
means to rebuild.
Though most of us felt incompe-
tent with our lack of construction ex-
perience, we were all willing to learn. 
Seeing our progress at the end of the 
week, we understood that our skills 
were not nearly as valuable as our 
time. We left Houston satisfied that 
we used our time over spring break for 
service, but also with the knowledge 
that our job was left unfinished and 
the need for volunteers still persists.
H O U S T O N
Junior Samantha Carlson  
helps reconstruct a house 
damaged by Hurricane Harvey.
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much to say about his excellence as a 
director, musician and teacher, many 
were even more impressed by his depth 
of spiritual character. 
“Dr. Harrison’s love of the Lord 
and genuine love and compassion 
for Taylor students are outstanding,” 
said Professor of Music Christopher 
Bade. “He has been one of the best 
role models for me as a brother in 
Christ and as a colleague.”
Conor Angell, associate professor 
of music, said he learned much from 
Harrison as a Taylor music student 
himself. Assistant Professor of Mu-
sic Eva Kwan shared how Harrison 
prayed and encouraged her through 
her interviews before she came to 
Taylor. Kwan said he is a great mentor 
Music faculty bids farewell to Al Harrison





Taylor students continue on C. S. Lewis’ legacy
Why the words? The mysterious word panels revealed
Alyssa Roat
Contributor
A farewell concert held 
in Al Harrison’s honor
The weekly meetings in 
the spirit of the Inklings
The inspiration  
behind the project
After 38 years, Al Harrison, professor of music and department co-chair, says goodbye through a concert.
Students get tea, biscuits and fellowship at the C.S. Lewis and Friends Tea event.
6A&E
Al Harrison, professor of music and 
department co-chair, gave a stirring 
musical farewell to Taylor University 
in his Farewell Concert.
Or, as Harrison said in his introduc-
tion, “I think I prefer ‘retirement con-
cert’ to ‘farewell concert.’”
The event, which was held in Redi-
ger Chapel on April 11 at 7:30 p.m., burst 
to life with an opening of Shostakov-
ich’s “Festive Overture Op. 96,” played 
by Taylor University’s Wind Ensemble.
The students in the Wind Ensem-
ble had much to say about Harrison.
“He genuinely cares about the stu-
dents and the music,” said freshman 
Emily Knight. “He actually directed 
Wind Ensemble when my mother 
played in college!”
Knight is not the only one on whom 
Harrison has had an impact.
Senior Jaylin Gadel said she met 
Harrison during Welcome Week-
end of her freshman year when 
she auditioned.
“He did so well calming down little 
freshman me before my audition, and 
has always made me feel so welcome,” 
Gadel said.
Shostakovich’s overture was fol-
lowed by a rambunctious rendition 
of John Mackey’s “Foundry,” but the 
concert then continued in a more re-
flective manner with James Barnes’ 
“Yorkshire Ballad,” which was ac-
companied by a slideshow of pictures 
from Harrison’s 38 years at Taylor 
since 1978, from black-and-white 
photos of the Rose Parade to more 
recent snaps of Christmas.
Harrison’s colleagues also shared 
many fond memories. Professor of 
Music JoAnn Rediger has worked with 
Harrison for 22 years, ever since he 
came to her doctoral recital to hire 
her as a choral director. Rediger rem-
inisced about traveling and perform-
ing together on tours, at graduations 
and inaugurations, and in Harrison’s 
prison ministry.
But his musical career is not what 
she considered most important. His 
prayerful love and encouragement 
of students, Rediger said, will endure 
forever as his legacy. She shared that 
Harrison works with students closely, 
praying with them, encouraging them 
and helping them with schedules and 
whatever else they may need. Accord-
ing to her he appears to be tireless.
His tirelessness and love of students 
were demonstrated in the next selec-
tion for the concert, “Khan” by Julie 
Giroux, an energetic work he followed 
by recognizing the graduating seniors 
and officers. He continued to turn the 
spotlight on his students in the next 
piece, “Introduction and Rondo Ca-
priccioso” by Camille Saint-Saens, 
highlighting senior Clara Loisch as a 
flute soloist in the piece, after which 
he announced even more awards and 
achievements of the students.
Harrison’s colleagues in the music de-
partment expressed their excitement to 
attend the concert, but despite having 
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During Professor of Biblical Studies 
Bill Heth’s talk in chapel, he joked that 
at Taylor, C.S. Lewis is the honorary 
fourth member of the Trinity.
Taylor’s admiration for Lewis and 
his associated fellow writers can be 
seen first hand in the basement of 
Zondervan Library, where The Cen-
ter for the Study of C.S. Lewis and 
Friends houses the world’s third larg-
est collection of Lewis material. Its 
scope expands beyond the author of 
such works as the “Narnia” series and 
“Mere Christianity.” It also includes 
a wide array of material from Lew-
is’ friends and peers, in particular the 
group of Oxford-based writer’s known 
as the Inklings.
Also, it is here that a group of Tay-
lor students first began to meet in the 
spirit of the Inklings. Fridays at 4 p.m., 
students gather together on the upper 
floor of the library for tea and biscuits 
and to fellowship over discussions of 
literature and a mutual love for the 
Almost everyone wandering around 
campus this semester has inevitably 
walked past the giant four panels of 
black words on a white background 
outside of the library. Many students 
are intrigued by this project, but want 
to know more about what it’s saying 
and why it is there.
Senior Kristen Miyakawa has a 
deeper meaning behind her project 
and has stories to tell a famous art-
ist’s interest in her work.
“This began as a class assignment 
but definitely became a project for my 
own enjoyment,” Miyakawa said. The 
assignment was to write a 10-page pa-
per on a graphic artist and then cre-
ate an accompanying art piece in the 
artist’s style.”
The artist Miyakawa did her project on 
was Timothy Goodman. Goodman is a 
graphic artist whose clients include many 
big names like Google, Ford and Target. 
“Timothy began his career as a 
book jacket designer at Simon & 
Schuster, and he graduated from the 
School of Visual Arts in NYC, where he 
now teaches,” his website states. He 
has received over 12 awards and pub-
lications for his work. Goodman has 
A&E Events
Photograph by Ellie Bookmyer
Photograph provided by Kristen Miyakawa
writers represented in the archives.
University Archivist and Librarian 
Ashley Chu and senior Kaylin Dwyer 
highlight the many diverse and fas-
cinating presentations led by both 
visiting speakers and the students 
themselves. One memorable meet-
ing was entitled “Tea, Biscuits and the 
Smell of Old Books.” For this, sever-
al of the school’s oldest books were 
brought out from the archives to ex-
plore just what makes the old pages 
smell the way they do.
The wide range of topics and stu-
dent fields makes it easy for new 
guests to join in at any point.
“It’s not a book club; you don’t have 
to know anything about them,” Dwyer 
said. “If you like to read, write, and 
imagine, then come eat cookies, drink 
tea and have a good time.”
The Lewis Center’s program direc-
tor, Professor of English Joe Ricke, is 
proud to have seen the Lewis Teas 
grow. After the idea spawned from an 
international Inklings conference to 
expand beyond the occasional event 
to regular, weekly meetings, the group 
has grown exponentially, forcing a 
move from the the Center itself, in 
the library basement, to the current 
meeting place on the upper floor.
Ricke believes the Inklings repre-
sent an intersection of faith, learn-
ing and imagination. The meeting of 
faith and learning is often discussed 
at Taylor, but he feels we hear less 
about imagination. As worshipers of 
a creative God, Ricke sees that stu-
dents can connect to this in a pow-
erful way.
“The teas are at the end of a week 
— time for a break,” Ricke said. “Not 
from using your brain, but from the 
required stuff. You get to know amaz-
ing authors outside of a classroom 
setting. It’s a good time in the spirit 
of the Inklings, learning and enjoying 
at the same time.”
Ricke, Chu and Dwyer all extended 
warm greetings to anyone who enjoys 
good books, good conversation and 
good tea. Every Friday, the door is al-
ways open to anyone who wishes to 
join the Lewis Tea.
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spoken and taught at over 20 work-
shops for his career.
He does a lot of work and shape art 
that closely resembles the style of Mi-
yakawa’s project.
With each panel being much taller 
and wider than the average full-grown 
adult, it weighs about 50 pounds. The 
creative process was a time consum-
ing one. She had originally hoped to 
do 10 panels, but simplified the design 
down to four after realizing what an 
undertaking that would be.
“I listened to some Jaden Smith and 
got in the zone for hours at a time,” Mi-
yakawa said. “My man Jaden definite-
ly got me through some long hours 
of creating. I was really wanting to 
stretch my own limits as an artist, 
which I would say I did successfully.”
Although Smith helped her out with 
the creative process, the most excit-
ing thing to come from this project 
for Miyakawa was getting in contact 
with Goodman himself.
“One of the most rewarding parts of 
this process was that I emailed Good-
man with pictures of my piece after 
it was finished, and not only did he 
email me back several times, but he 
also shared the pictures I sent him on 
his Instagram story,” Miyakawa said.
Although the panels have been re-
moved, knowing the story behind this 
artwork gives a deeper appreciation of it.
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to them all.
The vibrant “Danzon No. 2” by Artu-
ro Marquez occupied the final spot of 
the night. Playful, Latin music flowed 
through Harrison as he conducted, 
demonstrating Rediger’s observation 
that music is a part of him and he’ll nev-
er be done with it, even after he retires.
“I will enjoy continuing to perform 
music and guest conduct,” Harrison 
said. “At some point as a professor, 
you begin to realize the work here 
is not about you as a professor or a 
scholar, but is about teaching young 
people the art and craft of your disci-
pline and mentoring them to become 
better disciples of Jesus.” 
The night was not quite over. Af-
ter a standing ovation, Dean of Hu-
manities, Arts and Biblical Studies 
Michael Hammond presented Harri-
son with a commendation from the 
president and provost, after which se-
nior Mary Cyr led the audience in a 
closing prayer.
Concerning his retirement, Har-
rison said he most looks forward to 
spending time with his wife, Pamela, 
and their children and grandchildren.
“I give all honor and glory to God 
and to my savior, Jesus Christ, and to 
all the wonderful Taylor colleagues 
who have taught me so much about 
the faith journey, discipleship, friend-
ship and musicianship,” Harrison said.
Taylor University is currently con-
ducting a national search for some-
one to fill Harrison’s impressive shoes. 
But Knight doesn’t want to think about 
that yet. She said he still has two jazz 
concerts and the wind ensemble pops 
concert before the end of the year. This 
concert is just the formal goodbye.
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“Almost everyone wandering around 
campus this semester has inevitably walked 
past the giant four panels of black words on 
a white background outside of the library.”
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On Dec. 6, Pres-
ident Trump recognized Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel. Protests broke 
out in Palestinian territories, and an 
Israeli security guard was stabbed at 
a central bus station in Jerusalem.
On New Year’s Eve, I stood on a ho-
tel balcony in Netanya, Israel, mar-
veling at the Instagram-potential of 
a view I’d seen only once before: city 
lights and the Mediterranean Sea. 
For a journalism major interested in 
international affairs, it was the per-
fect place to be.
I had joined over 500 students from 
colleges across the United States for 
a 10-day educational trip and tour of 
religious and historical sites in Isra-
el. I was a skeptical sponge: eager to 
hear both sides of the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict. I thought this would 
produce objectivity, the holy grail of 
journalism. I was wrong.
The trip was sponsored by three 
nonprofit organizations with inter-
ests in Christian and Middle East-
ern relations, so I went prepared to 
fight anticipated biases. My fear of 
being biased toward “one side” of 
the conflict was proof of my glar-
ing ignorance of the conflict as a 
whole.  Instead of a flat line be-
tween two points, an intricate 3D 
shape emerged as I witnessed first-
hand the mosaic that is Israel — Jew, 
Arab, Palestinian, Armenian, Druze, 
Muslim, Kibbutz member, Zionist 
and settler.
April 13, 2018
“In Egypt, Sufi dancers spin clockwise, often with one 
or two hands extended toward heaven.”
Dance is a form of worship in Sufism
Friday the 13th helps us 
re-examine superstitions
The complexity of objectivity“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
Our View
I learned there were multiple 
sides to a conflict I had prejudged 
as two-sided from the comfort of my 
college residence in Brooklyn, New 
York, or my home in rural Iowa. Is-
rael and Palestine expanded from 
two far-away entities in a struggle 
for peace to places of shared and 
unique cultures, religions, ideolo-
gies and histories.
Experiencing Israel firsthand was 
complex. We drove between active 
landmines in the Golan Heights, 
where Israel borders Syria. We ate 
a Shabbat dinner with an Ameri-
can-and-South-African Jewish family 
in Jerusalem. They attended a differ-
ent synagogue every other week to 
accommodate the wife’s liberal be-
liefs and the husband’s more conser-
vative ones. We watched bar mitzvah 
celebrations at the Western Wall in 
the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem and 
gazed at the golden dome on the 
Temple Mount just after sunrise in 
the Muslim Quarter.
These experiences challenged 
my understanding of the words 
“bias” and “ethics.” I realized the 
ethical problem of attempting to 
write a story about the Middle East 
based only on a brief trip or a few 
quick interviews.
I flew home with a question that 
four years of college hadn’t prompt-
ed me to ask: how can a journalist 
understand the complexity that is Is-
rael or Palestine or the Middle East 
without first immersing themselves 
in it?
Shame enveloped me as I realized 
I’d missed the complexity of objec-
tivity. I was worried about being 
unbiased toward what I deemed a 
two-sided conflict; but I should have 
feared the bias of ignorance.
Israel taught me to embrace, on 
a personal level, the complexity my 
profession demands. I will report 
truth plainly, yet retain the complex-
ity every story offers.
echo@taylor.edu
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The Daytona team hangs on the beach with locals.
Black cats, the number 13, spilled salt. 
These are just a few superstitions that 
people seem to have. But where do su-
perstitions come from?
Professor of Anthropology Robert J. 
Priest observed the Aguaruna peoples 
of northern Peru, a subgroup of Jiva-
ro peoples, and their customs. First, 
anthropologists generally use words 
like “omen” or “portent” in lieu of the 
word “superstition.”
The Aguaruna people have several 
portents of death. Priest remembers 
when he was playing soccer during 
heavy rainfall, and a legless lizard ap-
peared on the field. The legless lizard 
lives underground, so to see one above 
ground is an anomaly. To see such a 
thing meant that someone would die.
“One day we were playing soccer in 
a downpour, and all of a sudden one of 
these things is sitting there on the soc-
cer field,” Priest said. “So the Christians, 
after becoming Christians, would see it 
as a test of Satan. There’s no assurance 
that something bad’s gonna happen. If 
you’re a Christian you are protected, 
but you’re still a little bit nervous.”
Anomalies, the strange or out of 
place can cause some uneasiness. An 
omen or superstition develops once 
people ascribe power to something, 
usually an object (like broken mirrors).
As Christians, a life of fear is not to 
be lived.
An example can be found in Jer-
emiah 10. The people of Israel were 
warned about adopting the customs 
of the nations that placed power in 
the stars or in objects.
“You should not embrace the 
beliefs of the people who are terri-
fied by these signs,” Priest said. “This 
is not how God designed us to receive 
messages about ourselves, but you’ll 
be in communities where people will 
say those things. And they may en-
courage you (Christians) to fear. . . . 
This passage is saying when the na-
tions tell you to fear this or that do 
not fear them because they (omens) 
can do you no harm. To be thinking 
that physical things, objects, oth-
er things, somehow have the power 
to predict or control anything. Their 
well-being should be focused on who 
they are before God.”
A stereotype of athletes and sports 
fans is their superstitions and rituals 
before big games.  Senior Everett Pol-
lard does have a small routine before 
most games, but doesn’t consider it 
a superstition.
“I read a book a couple of years ago 
called ‘Still Power,’” Pollard said. “It 
basically talks about not relying on 
external motivators. . . . Almost su-
perstitious thing to help you perform 
better, but what if that’s taken away?”
But people still take these myths 
seriously. Peta2.com stated that the 
nearly 71 percent of the three to four 
million cats that enter animal shelters 
each year are euthanized — the ma-
jority of which are black cats. Some 
shelters even offer promotions for 
black cat adoption, sometimes by 
waiving the adoption fee altogether.
Does this mean we should give up 
coveted traditions like “something old, 
something borrowed, or something 
blue?” Not necessarily, Priest said.
“I think if it’s play . . . versus fear,” 
Priest said. “If it’s a system that where 
what’s being communicated, what 
children are learning is that danger 
threatens if you do this . . . and not 
just play danger but real danger, then 
you’ve done something Christians 
should not do.”
Traditions and cultures should be 
celebrated. Luckily, it’s all in good fun.
The opinions expressed in Our View 
columns reflect the views of The Echo 
Editorial Board, and not necessarily 
those of Taylor University.
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This is Path to Peace, a collaborative mosaic situated on the border security  
wall between Israel and Gaza, meant to encourage hope and peace for the region.
Photograph provided by Annabelle Blair
Sufi performers dance near Khan el-Khalili in downtown Cairo, Egypt.
Photograph by Ross Kimbrell
Kassidy Weemhoff
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Have you ever 
seen photos 
or heard sto-
ries of twirling 
men with tall 
white hats and 
whirling white 
skirts? Sufism, 
a spiritual dimension of Islam, has 
faced discrimination, neglect and dis-
paragement from both Muslims and 
non-Muslims alike.
Although to the onlooker Sufi wor-
ship services may look like purely a 
performance, for the participant it is 
a spiritual act. A Sufi’s primary pur-
suit is worshiping Allah.
Unfortunately, confusion of Sufism, 
even among Muslims, is common. 
Last week in Cairo, Egypt, I had the 
opportunity to meet Muhammad An-
tai, an Egyptian Sufi dancer.
“There are many of us in Egypt, we 
represent many. . . . Being Sufi goes 
beyond an identity for me,” Antai said.
The Islamic State and Islamic fun-
damentalists target Sufis because 
they believe it crosses the boundaries 
of traditional Islam. In November 2017 
militants stormed a Sufi mosque on 
the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt, killing at 
least 305 people. In February 2017, mil-
itants aligned with the Islamic State 
attacked worshipers at the tomb of a 
Sufi philosopher in a remote part of 
southern Pakistan, killing more than 
80 people.
These attacks bear some of the hall-
marks of previous assaults on Coptic 
Christians in Egypt.
Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, an Amer-
ican Sufi cleric of Egyptian descent 
in an interview for the New York 
Times said, “It is Islam, but we focus 
on meditation, on chanting sessions, 
which enable the Muslim to have his 
or her heart open. The myths people 
have about Sufis are analogous to the 
myths people have about Muslims.”
I also had the privilege to watch An-
tai perform with his Sufi tariqa (order, 
translated as “the way”).
A Sufi’s pursuit of God can come in 
many forms and stages. One example 
is the act of whirling. In an act of medi-
ation, known as sema, dervishes reach 
a contemplative state by spinning in 
circles for long periods of time.
Antai has been learning this style 
of worship from his father since the 
age of 16. In Egypt, Sufi dancers spin 
clockwise, often with one or two 
hands extended toward heaven. Their 
goal is to reach total relaxation and 
mental pause where their only focus 
is on God. Accompanied by the play-
ing pipes, beating of drums and me-
lodic poems dancers appear to be in 
a trance, spinning for minutes, some-
times hours, on end.
“We turn for hours and my mind 
focuses solely on my creator. . . . You 
feel like, within Islam, it links you with 
God,” Antai said.
Sufi practices appear intriguing and 
mysterious, yet in reality, their prima-
ry desire is closeness with God. Those 
who have the privilege to attend a Sufi 
worship service or gathering will not 
leave unchanged.
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Dance is a form of worship in Sufism
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Some call it bad luck to walk under Rice Bell  
Tower, but sophomore Isaiah Aubert isn’t so sure.
Superstition about black cats 
actually affects rates of adoption.
Photograph provided by Wikimedia Commons
Photograph provided by Abigail Roberts
Muhammad Antai with the  
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Chris Holtmann  
receives Jim Phelan award
Justin Chapman
Sports Editor
Taylor alumnus and Ohio State men’s 
basketball head coach Chris Holt-
mann (’94) is the recipient of the 
2018 Jim Phelan National Coach of 
the Year award.
This award is presented annually 
to the top coach in men’s Division I 
basketball, the highest division in col-
lege sports.
Dan Wallenberg, the associate ath-
letic director for communications at 
Ohio State, understands how tough 
it is to receive this award, especially 
in an entirely new setting.
“For (Holtmann) to come in, in his 
first year and really have to learn an 
entirely new system of operating 
in the university setting, while still 
coaching an entirely new roster of 
players, (is) a remarkable accom-
plishment,” Wallenberg said.
While the Jim Phelan award is 
a highly prestigious award to win, 
Holtmann is focused on his job and 
does not want to get caught up in 
the awards.
Whether it is during the season or 
off-season, Holtmann owns many re-
sponsibilities either way and does not 
want to let his attention be diverted 
to something else besides the work 
he needs to carry out.
“I think maybe down the road after 
the season or after my career, I’ll be 
able to reflect back on some of those 
things, but not as much in the midst 
of it,” Holtmann said.
The competition for this award is 
packed with well-regarded coaches 
throughout men’s Division I basket-
ball, including Jay Wright, the head 
coach of the 2018 National Champion 
Villanova Wildcats.
However, Holtmann’s resume for 
this year stands alone. He helped the 
Ohio State Buckeyes finish second in 
the Big Ten conference. The Buckeyes 
also started Big Ten conference play 
with nine straight wins. This year is a 
major improvement to last year, con-
sidering the Buckeyes finished 11th in 
the Big Ten in the 2016–17 season.
Holtmann brought the Buckeyes’ 
overall record to 25–9 this year 
overall and 15–3 within conference 
play after last year’s 17–15 and 7–11 
finish, respectively.
While Holtmann’s experience at 
Ohio State has been a successful one 
so far, it is a very busy job.
“It’s been a blur,” Holtmann said. 
“It’s just been one thing right after the 
other, in a good way. It’s just been ex-
tremely, extremely busy.”
While the position is time con-
suming, Holtmann emphasized how 
great the opportunity is.
Holtmann is thankful for the oppor-
tunities so far in his coaching career. 
He wants to coach at places that al-
low him to coach through his beliefs. 
He credits Taylor for forming him into 
the coach he is today.
“My experiences at Taylor, playing 
for ( former Taylor men’s basketball 
head coach) Paul Patterson, and be-
ing at a great university, really helped 
form, in a lot of ways, what my coach-
ing philosophy is,” Holtmann said. “I 
want to be true to what I believe in 
as a coach, and I want to coach to 
my convictions. I think people, if 
they were to describe me as a coach, 
they would probably say: honest 
and demanding.”
When Holtmann played at Taylor, 
the team was highly successful and 
even reached the No. 1 ranking in the 
nation in the NAIA during Holtmann’s 
senior season in 1993–94.
Holtmann also received NAIA 
All-American honors his senior season.
“My experiences there were so in-
strumental in forming my belief 
system,” Holtmann said. “I think that 
playing for a coach that was as de-
manding as coach Patterson and in 
a program as demanding as the pro-
gram was, you appreciate it. If you’re 
going to be successful, then there’s go-
ing to be a lot required of you.”
From 1999–2003, Holtmann helped 
coach the Trojans under Patterson. 
In the last two seasons, Holtmann 
helped guide the Trojans to a 50–
16 record and back-to-back confer-
ence titles.
Holtmann praises Taylor for devel-
oping many people into great leaders 
in their fields and vocations. He rec-
ognizes people need God-given abil-
ities to do well in life; however, Taylor 
helps emphasize the need for a good 
work ethic and commitment.
Ever since Holtmann left Taylor, 
he has continued to climb the lad-
der and receive recognition for his 
Holtmann named top coach of 2018
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Taylor alumnus Chris Holtmann (‘94) helped Ohio State take a 9–0 start  
to conference play, the best start for a first-year Big Ten coach in 95 years.
Going from the football field to the basketball court
Bryce Marsee prepares 
to cover WNBA draft
Elyse Baron
Copy Chief
For Taylor alumnus Bryce Marsee 
(’14), this means extra hours with the 
WNBA team he works for.
Coming into Taylor his freshman 
year, Marsee did not know what he 
wanted to do with his life. He knew he 
liked sports and went on to play for 
the Taylor football team for four sea-
sons, but did not know how to trans-
fer that love into a major or a career.
Starting as a psychology pre-med 
major, Marsee felt that his classes 
were not what he loved. During his 
process of self-reflection and ques-
tioning, Marsee saw a story on the 
Taylor website about a Taylor alum-
nus who worked in media and pub-
lic relations for the Phoenix Mercury 
women’s basketball team from Phoe-
nix, Arizona. Reading that story lit a 
spark for Marsee.
“Reading what he did and what his 
job was like, what he got to do, I was 
like, ‘That’s what I want to do,’” Mar-
see said. “So, it was kind of at that mo-
ment that I decided that I wanted to 
go into sports management and pub-
lic relations and kind of follow in his 
footsteps and try to get into that par-
ticular field, whether it be in the MBA 
or the NFL or the WNBA.”
Achieving his goal to work in media 
and sports public relations required 
the type of dedication that Marsee 
was learning on the football team 
from both the other players and head 
coach Ron Korfmacher.
To Marsee, football was about 
more than just a sport. From sopho-
more to junior year, Marsee roomed 
in Bergwall Hall and in off-campus 
housing with friends he had made 
from the team, helping to build tight 
friendships and camaraderie that has 
lasted beyond graduation.
Marsee would contribute this 
brotherhood of people united by their 
common love of God and football in 
part to Korfmacher himself.
“I think certainly having a coach 
like coach Korfmacher was a really 
beneficial thing,” Marsee said. “Not 
being just football players but teach-
ing us how to be men of God. How to 
connect yourself on and off the field, 
in the classroom and really preparing 
. . . all of us for after college.”
Following his graduation, Marsee 
took those skills of community build-
ing, teamwork and brotherhood he 
learned on the football field and ap-
plied them to his job search. Starting 
in local jobs in Indianapolis and Up-
land, Marsee was able to enter into 
the world of sports management 
and communications. Yet he was still 
waiting for his dream job, the one that 
started it all.
A little over three years ago, the 
position of basketball communica-
tions manager for the Phoenix Mer-
cury, the exact position the alumnus 
Marsee read about his freshman year 
had held openedup. In excitement, 
Marsee sent in his application, hop-
ing his connections and experience 
could help him get the job that had 
shaped his life.
“It was kind of crazy, the fact that 
reading about that position back in 
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The experience of playing football for four years at Taylor provided  
Bryce Marsee (’14) with the focus and teamwork required in succeed in sports media.
“Reading what he did and what his job was like, 
what he got to do, I was like, ‘That’s what I want 
to do.’”
Going from the football field to the 
basketball court
Ivanhoes is proud to sponsor the echo’s Athletes of the Week!
throWs
my freshman year is what made me 
want to go into sports (public rela-
tions), and now seeing that it was 
open, like I said, it was kind of crazy,” 
Marsee said.
Starting his third year with Phoe-
nix Mercury, Marsee has enjoyed the 
interviews, draft plans and press re-
leases. While the job can involve 
long hours and copious amounts of 
research, Marsee has found himself 
thriving in the ability to be involved in 
coaching abilities. This only makes 
sense, considering the past five sea-
sons he has been a head coach for a 
team, the team’s record ended with 
at least 20 wins or more.
In the past three conferences Holt-
mann has coached in, he has received 
the conference’s coach of the year 
award, including the Big South, Big 
East and Big Ten conferences.
Holtmann and Ohio State’s season 
ended this year in the second round 
of the NCAA Tournament with a loss 
to Gonzaga by the score of 90–84. 
Holtmann and his team will begin 
the 2018–19 season next winter and 
will prepare to make a deeper run 
into the tournament.
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such a close way with sports every day.
Writing stories about the four selec-
tions the Mercury hope to have and 
planning out mock drafts to be pre-
pared for anything, Marsee is ready to 
see what this season’s draft, and his 
third working for the Phoenix Mer-
cury, will hold.
“It’s nice to kind of have it down 
and be in a rhythm and kind of know 
what’s coming,” Marsee said.
echo@taylor.edu
